Happenings!
A few things to be aware of
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Family Service: TODAY!—So glad you’re here! We’ll look forward to a Christmas
themed children’s moment today as our kiddoes show-off some of what they’ve
been learning! Regular children’s ministry classes will continue next week.
Masks in Worship: Dec/Jan—California has reinstated the requirement for face
masks in public, indoor spaces for 30 days. As a church, we are encouraging compliance to this temporary measure in light of our calling to honor our governing authorities. Extra disposable masks can be found at the welcome table in the Sanctuary entryway. Thank you for your kindness and respect towards one another in this
season!
Charitable Contributions for 2021 Tax Year—In order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 2021, contributions received by mail must be postmarked no
later than December 31st. Hand delivered checks must be in our office by noon
on Friday; Dec. 31st. Use the mail slot in the door for drop-offs. Please make any
checks payable to Ridge Presbyterian Church. Thank you!
Office Closed New Years Week!—Our office will be closed this Monday, December 27 through Sunday, January 2. Pastors Josh and Bryan will still be available
through all the usual channels and our office door mail-slot is available for drop-offs
any time, day or night!
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“Joy to the world! The Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King!”

How To Find Us Online—Did you know we have a website? An
Instagram? A community ListServ? Church email list? We do! And if
you are trying to find ways to be more “in the loop” throughout
the week, these are great places to start. Check out ridgepresbyterian.org to find links to YouTube, Instagram, Church email list,
and other resources. For the Listserv, scan the QR code to get added to the group.

- Isaac Watts
Contacting Ridge Presbyterian Church
www.ridgepresbyterian.org | www.facebook.com/vesperschico
Ministry Center: 562 Manzanita Ave. #3, Chico, CA 95926 / (530) 872-8270
Associate Pastor: Bryan D. Laws; (916) 899-0790 / bdavidlaws@gmail.com
Lead Pastor: Josh Lee; (530) 514-1648 / jlee150@gmail.com

A Christmas Praise Chorus - Kids Moment Cont.

Scriptures & Readings
For December 26, 2021

Call to Worship - Jeremiah 33:14-15 & John 1:4-5
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and He shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. ”
All: “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
-Jn. 1:4-5

Kids Ministry Moment: Christmas! - Luke 2:8-14
“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with great fear. And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!’”

A Christmas Prayer…
Thank you Father for Christmas! Thank you for sending Jesus to save us!
Please shine in our hearts and in all the world. In Jesus’s name, Amen.
**Lighting of the Christ Candle**
“The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.” —Amen.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n and nature sing,
and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing!

Preaching of God’s Word - Matthew 2:1-12 [ESV]
Sermon Title: “The Troubled, the Dismissive, and the Wise”
Pastor Josh Lee
1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying,
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star
when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea,
for so it is written by the prophet:
6
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found
him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly
with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And
being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their
own country by another way.

Benediction - Numbers 6:24-26
“The Lord bless you, keep you and shine upon you…”

Angels We Have Heard On High
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains
Gloria
In excelsis Deo
Gloria
In excelsis Deo
Shepherds why this jubilee
Why your joyous strains prolong
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song
Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing
Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord the newborn King
See Him in a manger laid
Whom the choirs of angels praise
Mary Joseph lend your aid
While our hearts in love we raise

CCLI Song # 27721
Edward Shippen Barnes | James Chadwick
Words: Public Domain

O Come All Ye Faithful
O come all ye faithful
Joyful and triumphant
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him
Born the King of angels
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him
Christ the Lord
Sing choirs of angels
Sing in exultation
O sing all ye bright
Hosts of heav'n above
Glory to God all
Glory in the highest

Yea Lord we greet Thee
Born this happy morning
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n
Word of the Father
Now in flesh appearing

CCLI Song # 31054
C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade
Words: Public Domain

COME JESUS COME
Come, Jesus, come
Breathe, Spirit, into my dry lungs
Lift our weary heads,
Jesus we believe You can
Come, Jesus, come
Breathe, Spirit, into my dry lungs
Lift our weary heads,
Jesus, we believe You can
Every knee will bow before
Every heart will know You’re Lord
Come, Jesus, come
Breathe, Spirit, into my dry lungs
Lift our weary heads
Jesus, we believe You can
Every knee will bow before
Every heart will know You’re Lord

God I Look To You
God I look to You
I won't be overwhelmed
Give me vision to see things like You do
God I look to You
You're where my help comes from
Give me wisdom You know just what to do
I will love You Lord my strength
I will love You Lord my shield
I will love You Lord my rock
Forever all my days I will love You God
Hallelujah our God reigns
Hallelujah our God reigns
Hallelujah our God reigns
Forever all my days hallelujah
Oh oh oh
Forever all my days hallelujah

Kevin Reid

CCLI Song # 5858163
Ian McIntosh | Jenn Johnson
2010 Bethel Music Publishing

We Three Kings
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain moor and mountain
Following yonder star
O star of wonder star of night
Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading still proceeding
Guide us to Thy perfect light
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again
King forever ceasing never
Over us all to reign
Frankincense to offer have I
Incense owns a Deity nigh
Prayer and praising all men raising
Worship Him God on high
Myrrh is mine its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom
Sorrowing sighing bleeding dying
Sealed in the stone cold tomb
Glorious now behold Him arise
King and God and sacrifice
Alleluia alleluia
Peals through the earth and skies

CCLI Song # 38002
John Henry Hopkins Jr.
Words: Public Domain

